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@ INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 


“The greatest wealth which may be acquired by man, 
is a complete understanding.” —A-lan 


Many articles are written, and many orations delivered each week, which 
have as their subject the present-day needs of this nation, and of the world. 
The needs listed are fully as numerous as those who list them, yet each writer, 
and each lecturer seems to feel that the needs which he points out are the 
critical needs. The needs upon which our civilization will stand or fall. 

Concerning this country, many writers appear to believe that what we 
need most at the present time are more and better weapons: defensive weapons, 
to protect ourselves against attack, and offensive weapons to retaliate if an 
attack should come. Unfortunately, under present conditions, there is a con- 
siderable amount of logic to be found in this argument, and there are several 
millions of persons in this country whose principal occupation is the filling of 
this need. However, this is not a basic need. It is what we might call a symp- 
tom of a greater need, which existed before it. 


With regard to the world at large, many authorities believe that the 
greatest need is to raise the production of all industries and farms to the 
point that hunger and want will vanish from the earth. This is indeed a con- 
sumation devoutly to be wished, but before there can be any possibility of its 
accomplishment, there is again a prior need which must be met. 

I would like to point out that what the world needs most today, and 
what the world has always needed most, is simple understanding between 
man and man, between State and State, between nation and nation and be- 
tween all men and God. 


Our philosophers and spiritual leaders have often told us that we must 
love our fellow men, but we are not told how to go about it. Unfortunately, 
love is an emotion which is not subject to the will. No man can love anyone 
or anything simply because he is advised or commanded to do so. Understand- 
ing is an absolute prerequisite to love, and it has the further quality that hate 
and fear cannot exist in its presence. It inevitably brings to man the realiza- 
tion that, “he best helps himself, who helps his neighbor.” 

It is because we feel that the lack of understanding is man’s greatest 
poverty, that we have dedicated this new publication to the task of creating 
a greater degree of understanding between all the peoples of the earth, and 
of bringing to them some of the understanding of those beings who are not 
of earth. 








@ THE RELATIVITY OF REALITY 


The average person thinks of ‘reality’ as being a fixed, unvarying entity. 
The psychiatrist uses his own conception of reality, as a standard by which 
he determines the mental health of his patient. If any individual has a con- 
ception of reality which is, to a noticeable degree, wider in scope than the 
average or ‘standard’ concept, he is said to have “escaped from reality,” or 
to be psychotic. He attracts a certain amount of ridicule, and an equal amount 
of sympathy. He is urged by his friends to seek the aid of a good psychiatrist 
who will assist him in trimming off the portions of his reality which extend 
beyond the boundaries of the accepted pattern. If he accedes to his friends’ 
wishes, and the operation is successful, he is considered to have been ‘cured,’ 
and is congratulated upon his return to the ‘norm.’ However, it is always a 
moot question, and one which can only be resolved by a study of individual 
cases, whether or not the subject of the ‘realitectomy’ has become thereby, 
either a happier or a more productive member of society. 


It is the purpose of this article to demonstrate the fact that there is no 
such thing as absolute reality. Let us consider an example with which we are 
all familiar; the case of the Italian navigator, named Christopher Columbus, 
who traveled in Spain during the fifteenth century, and who was obsessed by 
the conviction that the world upon which he lived was spherical. Almost 
everyone who had any contact with him knew that he had ‘escaped from 
reality,’ since of course it would be absolutely impossible even to conceive of 
a spherical world, where the people on the underside walked with their heads 
down, and did not fall off. 


Columbus was a reasonably intelligent and well educated man, who was 
apparently perfectly sane in every respect except for his one fixation concern- 
ing the shape of the world. Nevertheless, history records that he was fre- 
quently greeted upon the street by hoots and catcalls from his adult com- 
patriots, and stones and overripe vegetables from the younger generation. 
This was simply their method of expressing disapproval of one whose reality 
extended beyond the bounds of their perception. 


If a competent psychiatrist had been available, perhaps Columbus could 
have been cured, but since there were none in his time, and since he possessed 
a forceful personality, his delusion, instead of being overcome, began slowly 
to spread to others. Among the victims of this contagious obsession were 
certain members of the royal family of Spain, who eventually furnished Co- 
lumbus with the means by which he could indulge his fancy to its logical 


conclusion. 


While the voyages which Columbus made certainly did not produce any 
concrete evidence to support his convictions, nevertheless the publicity at- 
tending his departure and return caused many persons to open their minds 
to possibilities which they had never before considered. The ultimate result 
was that within a few generations the reality of most of the people of Europe 
had expanded to include a spherical world. 


Today there are only a very few persons who still maintain that the 
earth is flat, and these few are considered to be in the position of refusing 
to accept ‘reality.’ 


If a person of one hundred years ago were to have spoken of airplanes, 
television and atomic energy as realities, he would correctly have been con- 
sidered psychotic, since at that time these things were not realities, they were 
ridiculous impossibilities. 


Thus we see that the realities of today are not the realities of yesterday, 
and they will not be the realities of tomorrow. 


When we speak pityingly and condescendingly, of the, ‘grave and 
learned savants of a few hundred years ago, who sat in solemn conclave ex- 
pounding nonsense which they believed to be the realities of the universe, ’ 
we are inclined to forget that our descendants, a few hundred years hence, 
will certainly say the same of us. 


Let us therefore, be more tolerant of those whose reality includes things 
beyond our comprehension. Their psychosis of today may be everyone’s reality 
tomorrow. 











@ OUR SPACE VISITORS 
(From the forthcoming book, “Steps To The Stars,” by Daniel W. Fry) 


The establishment of contact between earthmen and extraterrestrials, is 
by no means a new phenomenon. Individual instances of such contact have 
been recorded as far back as the written history of the earth can trace. They 
usually take place at a time when our earthly civilization, or some deserving 
portion of it, is in dire need of such assistance. The possibility of such con- 
tacts is usually doubted and denied by almost everyone except those who are 
actually contacted, yet some great good, some definite advance along the 
path toward true civilization seems invariably to follow such a visitation. 

It is not the purpose of this book to trace these incidents back through 
history; but a single example may serve to illustrate the point. 


There is a legend in our country’s history to the effect that one of the 
men who assisted in the formation of our constitution was a man who ap- 
parently was completely unknown to any of the others. His name does not 
appear in connection with the document, and as far as can be ascertained, he 
was never seen again after its completion. Yet it was he who, time after time, 
stepped into the breach when a deadlock seemed certain between opposing 
beliefs or interests, and pointed out a simple compromise which was accept- 
able to all parties. Of course, this is only a legend; it is not mentioned in any 
of our elementary or high school history books, probably because it seems 
to smack of metaphysics or the occult. Nevertheless, it is a subject which has 
been discussed in all seriousness by intelligent and learned men. As an exam- 
ple, I offer the following excerpt from an oration before the American Philo- 
sophical Society by David Rittenhouse, well-known astronomer, physicist and 
philosopher, in 1775. 


Speaking on the possibility of extraterrestrial life and intelligence, Ritten- 
house said — “Neither religion nor philosophy forbids us to believe that in- 
finite wisdom and power, prompted by infinite goodness, may throughout 
the vast extent of creation and duration have frequently interposed in a man- 
ner quite incomprehensible to us when it became necessary to the happiness 
of created beings of some other rank or degree.” 


How far indeed, the inhabitants of the other planets may resemble man, 
we cannot pretend to say. If, like him, they were created liable to fall, yet 
some if not all of them may still retain their original rectitude. We will hope 
they do. The thought is comforting. If their inhabitants resemble man in their 


faculties and affections, let us suppose that they are wise enough to govern 
themselves according to the dictates of that reason their creator has given 
them, in such a manner as to consult their own and each other's true happi- 
ness on all occasions. We will hope that their statesmen are patriots and that 
their kings, if that order of beings has found admittance there, have the feel- 
ings of humanity. Happy people! Perhaps more happy still that all communi- 
cation with us is denied. 
— 

This statement is a direct answer to the question which is being asked 
by millions of people today, yet as we see, this question was asked and. an- 
swered one hundred and eighty years ago. It had also been asked and answered 
many times in previous ages and eras. 


Today we find that the same “Infinite wisdom and power’’ prompted 
by the same “Infinite goodness’ has again interposed in a manner quite in- 
comprehensible to most of us, at a time when it was certainly necessary; 
not only to the happiness, but to the very existence of created beings on earth. 


There is one significant fact which we should always remember. The 
present series of extraterrestrial visitations began at the exact time when the 
thinking men of earth had begun to realize with terrible certainty that man- 
kind had at last achieved the ability to destroy itself completely, without hav- 
ing acquired the understanding necessary to prevent itself from doing so. 


Scientists, philosophers, and statesmen were desperate. There seemed 
to be no way in which the holocaust could be prevented. 


During the last year (1955) however, a tremendous change has become 
apparent in international relationships. A change which makes it obvious that 
in spite of the disbelief and ridicule with which they were met, our visitors 
are accomplishing the purpose for which they come. 


If in future years, the present series of visitations should, in its turn, be- 
come reduced to mere legend, history will, nevertheless record that this era 
produced, not only the greatest danger which our civilization has ever faced, 
but also the greatest advance in our ability to understand ourselves and each 
other. 











@ OPEN THE DOOR TO UNDERSTANDNG 
By Mera Gaskill 


Understanding is the golden Ray that lights the path of racial progress; 
the magic wand by which we are permitted to tap the Wisdom of the Ages 
indelibly inscribed in all things around us. 


Understanding has as many facets as a diamond — comprehension, sym- 
pathy, agreement, appreciation . . . If we understand our brother and his prob- 
lems, his needs, his dreams, we walk softly that no thoughtless action of ours 
may retard his spiritual growth. 


Now, while the world is ill with strife, greed and jealousy, we desperately 
need the greater Wisdom promised us; the stronger Faith; the deeper Under- 
standing. Let us not seek the Light behind closed doors. All Nature teaches us 
to accept of Earth’s bounty only so much as we can use wisely; and to give in 
return something vital of ourselves. (There is no need for hunger and want 
— to breed fear and hate.) 


There are lessons, too, in the vast dome of Infinity above us. Scintillating 
stars, and our Sister Planets hint at Wisdom beyond our ken — and invite us 
to investigate . . . To our limited vision these may seem mere pin-points of 
light; but why should we infer that a wise Creator would countenance such 
waste! Or that He would rest content having created Earth Man only! We 
know not what infinitely superior Intelligences may be watching over us; or 
what treasure of Truth and Compassion may be entrusted to their loving care 
until such time as our understanding shall expand to embrace it! 


If a stranger comes to our door we do not close it in his face, no matter 
how startling his appearance may be. Courtesy demands that he be given a 
hearing. If we are to fulfill our purpose in this Earth Life, Wisdom demands 
that we show equal courtesy to each new and startling Fact, in whatever guise 
it may appear. The very Truth we so urgently seek may be immediately be- 
fore us — if we but Open The Door To Understanding. 


@ THE ANTIPROTON AND ENERGY UNLIMITED 


On October 18th the Associated Press carried, with no fanfare and with 
but little comment, a news item which announced the production, at the Uni- 
versity of California's nuclear physics laboratory, of a nuclear particle called 


the antiproton. 


As is often the case in the reporting of scientific advances, the size of 
the type and the general treatment of the article gave no hint of the tremen- 
dous, the almost cataclysmic import of this simple statement to all mankind 
upon this earth. The article explained merely that it was a particle for which 
researchers had been looking for more than twenty years; that it was produced 
in the multi-billion volt bevatron at the University of California at Berkeley; 
and that, because of its negative charge, it would react with any normal proton 


of terrestrial matter to convert both entirely to energy. 


Complete mass to energy conversion! Twenty-five million kilowatt hours 
per gram of mass! One thousand times more energy than we have been able 
to realize from our most efficient nuclear reaction! True, the particle was 
produced singularly rather than as a continuous stream, and it may seem to 
be a long road from the production of a single such particle, to the realization 
of unlimited energy for every human need. The progress of the material sci- 
ence, however, accelerates at a rate which continually amazes even those who 
are the most advanced in its pursuit. The proof that such a particle can be 
produced, is all that will be necessary to bring about a concerted and deter- 
mined effort to produce them in quantity by simpler and more efficient means, 
and since such simple and efficient means do, in fact exist, we can be certain 
that they will be discovered and utilized within the next few years. 


While I am well aware of the hazards of prophecy, I would still venture 
to predict that within the next ten years, ‘atomic’ energy as it is now produced, 
will become as obsolete as the wood burning steamship. Energy will become 
available in quantities and varieties that would stagger the imagination today, 
and man will have acquired the ability to convert his drab little planet into 
a grade A paradise, if he chooses to do so. 


The great problem, the critical problem, is this: can man, in the next few 
years, develop sufficiently in social and spiritual understanding so that he will 
be able to control this tremendous advance in the material science? Will man 
control this unlimited power, or will it control him? Will he be the confident 















and understanding master, or the miserable trembling slave? The choice is 
simple, but the task is Herculean. Every individual and every organization 
whose work is devoted to the social and spiritual growth of mankind, must 
redouble their own efforts and must enlist more aid. Knowledge will develop 
at an ever increasing rate. We dare not allow understanding to lag behind. 


@ SEARCHING 


By Dr. Catherine E. Harmon 


Ever seeking — ever questing, 
What is this turmoil within me 
This inner questioning disquietude, 
Is it my soul I’m trying to see? 


My body — a mere automaton, 





Gesturing, speaking, smiling existing — 
While another self is wondering — thinking 
Ever searching — stubbornly persisting. 

Why — what is it seeking — 

Understanding, happiness, peace? 

Oh, to be a robot, unseeing, unfeeling — 
Will this lonely questioning voice never cease? 
Am I doomed to go thru life 


Discontented — seeking something I can’t find? 

Faith — yes faith I’ve tried to recapture, 

But with child-hood days it’s left behind. 
My inner self — what is it trying to grasp — | 
I wonder — can it be? The wise ones nod, 


There’s a whispering in my heathen soul — 
Perhaps — who knows? ’Tis the handclasp of God. 


@ MacARTHUR AND PEACE 


On January 26, 1955, at the American Legion sponsored banquet at the 
Ambassador hotel in Los Angeles, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur 
delivered an oration which the newsmen who reported it said was, ‘probably 
the most important speech which has been delivered during this century.’’ In 
spite of its great importance, comparatively little coverage was given to it in 
other parts of the country. 

Because we agree with the statement of the newsmen concerning the 
vital importance of this speech, and because we believe that everyone should 
have the opportunity to study it, we are taking the liberty of reprinting the 
greater portion of that speech in this issue. We hope that you will give it 
the careful consideration which we feel that it deserves. 

THE EpiTors 
MacArthur Speech on Peace 
“Old Soldiers Never Die” 


That famous barrack room ballad apparently counts on us, those old 
soldiers who have escaped the carnage of the battlefield, to find the fountain 
of youth. And indeed, we might if we only understood what the poet said, that 
youth is not entirely a time of life it is a state of mind. 

It is not wholly a matter of ripe cheeks, red lips or supple knees. It is a 
temper of the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigor of the emotions, a 
freshness of the deep springs of life. It means a temperamental pre-dominance 
of courage over timidity, of an appetite for adventure over love of ease. 

Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. People grow 
old only by deserting their ideals. Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up 
interest wrinkles the soul. 

Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair — these are the long, long 
years that bow the head and turn the growing spirit back to dust. Whatever 
your years, there is in every being’s heart the love of wonder, the undaunted 
challenge of events, the unfailing childlike appetite for what next, and the 
joy and the game of life. You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; 
as young as your self-confidence, as old as your fear; as young as your hope, 
as old as your despair. 








In the central place of every heart there is a recording chamber; so long 
as it receives messages of beauty, hope, cheer and courage, so long you 
are young. When the wires are all down and your heart is covered with the 
snows of pessimism and the ice of cynicism, then, and then only are you 
grown old — and then, indeed, as the ballad says, you just fade away. 


History of Man’s Wars 


Many in this brilliant audience were my comrades-in-arms in the days 
of used-to-be. They have known war in all its horror and, as veterans, hope 
against its recurrence. How, we ask ourselves, did such an institution become 
so integrated with man’s life and civilization? How has it grown to be the 
most vital factor in our existence? It started in a modest enough way as a 
sort of gladiatorial method of settling disputes between conflicting tribes. One 
of the oldest and most classical examples is the Biblical story of David and 
Goliath. Each of the two contesting groups selected its champion. They fought, 
and based upon the putcome an agreement resulted. Then, as time went on, 
small professional groups known as armies replaced the individual champions. 
These groups fought in some obscure corner of the world, and victory or de- 
feat was accepted as the basis of an ensuing peace. From then on, down 
through the ages, the constant record is an increase in the character and 
strength of the forces with the rate of increase always accelerating. From a 
small percentage of the populace it finally engulfed all. It is now the nation 
in arms. Within the span of my own life I have witnessed this evolution. At 
the turn of the century, when I entered the army, the target was one enemy 
casualty at the end of a rifle or bayonet or sword. Then came the machine- 
gun designed to kill by the dozen. After that, the heavy artillery raining death 
upon the hundreds. Then the aerial bomb to strike by the thousands — fol- 
lowed by the atom explosion to reach the hundreds of thousands. 


Now Destruction Is in Millions 
Now, electronics and other processes of science have raised the destruc- 


tive potential to encompass millions. With restless hands we work feverishly 
in dark laboratories to find the means to destroy all at one blow. But, this 
very triumph of scientific annihilation — this very success of invention — has 
destroyed the possibility of war being a medium of practical settlement of 
international differences. The enormous destruction to both sides of closely 


matched opponents makes it impossible for the winner to translate it into any- 
thing but his own disaster. 


The second World War, even with its now antiquated armaments, clearly 
demonstrated that the victor had to bear in large part the very injuries inflicted 
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on his foe. Our own country spent billions of dollars and untold energy to 
heal the wounds of Germany and Japan. War has become a Frankenstein to 
destroy both sides. No longer is it the weapon of adventure whereby a short 
cut to international power and wealth — a place in the sun — can be gained. 
If you lose, you are annihilated. If you win, you stand only to lose. No longer 
does it possess the chance of the winner of a duel — it contains rather the 
germs of double suicide. Science has clearly outmoded it as a feasible arbitrator. 

The great question is — does this mean that war can now be outlawed 
from the world? If so, it would mark the greatest advance in civilization since 
the Sermon on the Mount. It would lift at one stroke the darkest shadow 
which has engulfed mankind from the beginning. It would not only remove 
fear and bring security — it would not only create new moral and spiritual 
values — it would produce an economic wave of prosperity that would raise 
the world’s standard of living beyond anything ever dreamed of by man. The 
hundreds of billions of dollars now spent in mutual preparedness could con- 
ceivably abolish poverty from the face of the globe. 


Would Reduce Nations’ Woes 


It would accomplish even more than this; it would at one stroke reduce 
the international tensions that seem so unsurmountable now to matters of more 
probable solution. For instance, the complex problems of German re-arma- 
ment, of preventive war, of satellite dominance by major powers, of universal 
military service, of unconscionable taxation, of nuclear development for in- 
dustry, of freer exchange of goods and people, of foreign air and indeed, of 
all issues involving the application of armed force. It would reduce immeas- 
urably the power of leaders of government and thus render more precarious 
totalitarian or autocratic rule. The growing and dangerous control by an indi- 
vidual over the masses — the socialistic and paternal trends resulting there- 
from — is largely by virtue of his influence to induce war or to maintain peace. 
Abolish this threat and the position of chief magistrate falls into a more proper 
civic perspective. You will say at once that although the abolution of war has 
been the dream of man for centuries, every proposition to that end has been 
promptly discarded as impossible and fantastic. Every cynic, every pessimist, 
every adventurer, every swashbuckler in the world has always disclaimed its 
feasibility. But that was before the science of the past decade made mass de- 
struction a reality. The argument then was that human character has never 
reached a theological development which would permit the application of pure 
idealism. In the last two thousand years its rate of change has been deplorably 
slow compared to that of the arts and sciences. But now the tremendous and 
present evolution of nuclear and other potentials of destruction has suddenly 


1] 








taken the problem away from its primary consideration as a moral and spiri- 
tual question, and brought it abreast of scientific realism. 


Decision Now Is Before the Masses 

It is no longer an ethical equation to be pondered solely by learned philos- 
ophers and ecclesiastics, but a hard core, one for the decision of the masses, 
whose survival is the issue. This is as true of the Soviet side of the world as 
the free side — as true behind the Iron Curtain as in front of it. The ordinary 
people of the world, whether free or slave, are all in agreement of this solution; 
and this perhaps is the only thing in the world they do agree upon. But it is 
the most vital and determinate of all. The leaders are the laggards. The dis- 
ease of power seems to confuse and befuddle them. They have not even ap- 
proached the basic problem, much less evolved a working formula to imple- 
ment the public demand. They debate and turmoil over a hundred issues — 
they bring us to the verge of despair or raise our hopes to Utopian heights 
over the corollary misunderstandings that stem from the threat of war — but 
never in the chancelleries of the world or the halls of the United Nations is 
the real problem raised. Never do they dare to state the bald truth, that the 
next great advance in the evolution of civilization cannot take place until war 
is abolished. It may take another cataclysm of destruction to prove to them 
this simple truth. But, strange as it may seem, it is known now by all,common 
men. It is the one issue upon which both sides can agree, for it is the one issue 
upon which both sides will profit equally. 





It is the one issue — and the only decisive one — in which the interests 
of both are completely parallel. It is the one issue which, if settled, might settle 
all others. Time has shown that agreements between modern nations are gen- 
erally no longer honored as valid unless both profit therefrom. But both sides 
can be trusted when both do profit. It becomes based upon relative integrity. 


Self Interest Keeps Truth 

It is now no longer convincing to argue, whether true or not, that we can- 
not trust the other side — that one maverick can destroy the herd. It would 
no longer be a matter depending upon trust — the self-interest of each na- 
tion outlawing war would keep it true to itself. And there is no influence 
so potent and powerful as self-interest. 

It would not necessarily require international inspection of relative arma- 
ments — the public opinion of every part of the world would be the great 
denominator which would ensure the issue — each nation would so profit 
that it could not fail eventually to comply. This would not, of course, mean the 
abandonment of all armed forces, but it would reduce them to the simpler 
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problems of internal order and international police. It would not mean Utopia 
at one fell stroke, but it would mean that the great road block now existing 
to development of the human race would have been cleared. The present ten- 
sions with their threat of national annihilation are kept alive by two great 
illusions. 


The one, a complete belief on the part of the Soviet world that the capi- 
talist countries are preparing to attack them; that sooner or later we intend 
to strike. And the other, a complete belief on the part of the capitalistic coun- 
tries that the Soviets are preparing to attack us; that sooner or later they in- 
tend to strike. 


Both are wrong. Each side, so far as the masses are concerned, is equally 
desirous of peace. For either side war with the other would mean nothing but 
disaster. Both equally dread it. But the constant acceleration of preparation 
may well, without specific intent, ultimately produce a spontaneous combustion, 


World Leaders Show Lack 


I am sure that every Pundit in the world, every cynic and hypocrite, every 
paid brainwasher, every egotist, every troublemaker, and many others of en- 
tirely different mould, will tell you with mockery and ridicule that this can 
be only a dream — that it is but the vague imaginings of a visionary. But, as 
David Lloyd George once said in the House of Commons at the crises of the 
first World War, ‘““We must go on or we will go under.” And the great criti- 
cism we can make the world’s leaders is their lack of a plan which will enable 
us “to go on.” All they propose merely gravitates around but dares not face 
the real problem. They increase preparedness by alliances, by distributing 
resources throughout the world, by feverish activity in developing new and 
deadlier weapons, by applying conscription in times of peace — all of which 
is instantly matched by the prospective opponent. We are told that this in- 
creases the chances of peace — which is doubtful — and increases the chances 
of victory if war comes — which would be incontestable if the other side did 
not increase in like proportion. Actually, the truth is that the relative strengths 
of the two change little with the years. Action by one is promptly matched 
by reaction from the other. 


We are told we must go on indefinitely as at present — some say 50 
years or more. With what at the end? None say — there is no definite ob- 
jective. They but pass along to those that follow the search for a final solution. 
And, at the end, the problem will be exactly the same as that which we face 
now. 








Must we live for generations under the killing punishment of accelerating 
preparedness without an announced final purpose or, as an alternative, sui- 
cidal war; and trifle in the meanwhile with corollary and indeterminate theses 
— such as limitation of armament, restriction on the use of nuclear power, 
adoption of new legal standards as propounded at Nuremberg — all of which 
are but palliatives and all of which in varying form have been tried in the 
past with negligible results ? 


Dangerous Doctrines 
Dangerous doctrines too, appear — doctrines which might result in actual 


defeat; such doctrines as a limited war, of enemy sanctuary, of failure to pro- 
tect our fighting men when captured, of national subversive and sabotage 
agencies, of a substitute for victory on the battlefield — all in the name of 
peace. 

Peace, indeed, can be obtained at least temporarily by any nation if it is 
prepared to yield its freedom principles. But peace at any price — peace with 
appeasement — peace which passes the dreadful finality to future generations 
— is a peace of sham and shame which can end only in war or slavery. 

I recall so vividly this problem when it faced the Japanese in their new 
constitution. They are realists; and they are the only ones that know by dread 
experience the fearful effect of mass annihilation. They realize in their limited 
geographical area, caught up as a sort of no-man’s-land between two great 
idealogies, that to engage in another war, whether on the winning or the losing 
side, would spell the probable doom of their race. And their wise old prime 
minister, Shidehara, came to me and urged that to save themselves they should 
abolish war as an international instrument. When I agreed, he turned to me 
and said: “The world will laugh and mock us as impractical visionaries, but 
a hundred years from now we will be called prophets.” Sooner or later the 
world, if it is to survive, must reach this decision. The only question is, when ? 
Must we fight again before we learn? When will some great figure in power 
have sufficient imagination and moral courage to translate this universal 
wish — which is rapidly becoming a universal necessity — into actuality? 


Old Methods No Longer Suffice 


We are in a new era. The old methods and solutions no longer suffice. 
We must have new thoughts, new ideas, new concepts, just as did our ven-. 
erated forefathers when they faced a new world. We must break out of the 
straight jacket of the past. 

There must always be one to lead, and we should be that one. We should 
now proclaim our readiness to abolish war in concert with the great powers 
of the world. The result would be magical. 
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@ A NEW-BORN BABE 


You hold in your hand a new-born babe. This copy of Understanding, 
Volume 1, No. 1. It is a child born of the love of humanity and fathered by 
the desire to be of service. The labors of its birth were great, and it faces a 
struggle for life from the moment of its first breath. No matter how much 
love and care we, the publishers, may lavish upon it, you, the reader, will de- 
termine its eventual fate. Will it grow, issue by issue, into a full size publica- 
tion, brimming with articles of information and wisdom, both from this earth 
and from higher levels? Will it carry this understanding to every portion of 
the globe? This is our goal, to its achievement we pledge our faith, our utmost 
efforts, and such talents as we may possess. The rest is up to you. No publi- 
cation can live without subscribers. The greater the number of subscribers, the 
larger and more complete the publication can be. 


Do you have friends who might be interested? Will you tell them? Do 
you have a news item or an article which you feel should be published in the 
interest of humanity? Send it along. We will print it if we possibly can. 

Remember, this is your magazine, and you are a partner in the project 
to bring the peoples of the world closer together through the medium of mu- 
tual understanding. Copies of this first issue will be mailed to correspondents 
in ten foreign countries. How soon can we report that it is reaching all coun- 
tries? We will do everything in our power. The rest is up to you. 








RE ssid libata esesnanapecsicecbinceslakintons Daniel W. Fry 


Circulation Manager ............-.-.--.----- Evelyn Nicolais 


Corresponding Secetary -...................-- Vera Kloepfer 


Art and Format Editor -..... ere Ralph Huffman 


(We thank Mr. Huffman for the excellent cover design which he produced for us.) 
(The Staff) 
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As we go to press we find an encouraging and pertinent item in today's 
news (Dec. 18). President Eisenhower told the nation today that this Christ- 
mas holds a brighter promise for peace than it has at any time in recent years. 
In a radio-television address highlighting “Pageant of Peace’? Christmas-tree 
lighting ceremonies in Washington, the President said: “Peace is the right of 
every human being. It is hungered for by all peoples of the earth. So we can 
be sure — that as we utter a simple prayer for peace, we will be joined by 
the multitudes of the earth.” Mr. Eisenhower said that the prayers of each 
person would differ but all would say in substance: “May each of us strive 
to do our best to bring about better understanding through the world — and 
may we live in the confident hope that it will come.” 





The only road to peace is through understanding whatever our political 
beliefs may be, let us thank God that our chief executive is on the right road. 
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@ BOOKS RECOMMENDED AS AN APPROACH 
TO UNDERSTANDING 


Book List 
ARMY OF LIGHT dy Florence Donovan, RN, .....---.---------------0--n0eeneo= $1.50 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ROBT. A. MILLIKEN .........-..---...----------- 5.00 
PIRERIOOME FOR, ALL, by ROG nissan accsicsvisieninnsiensstinivsiinhitmiasnaial 2.50 
HOW THE GREAT RELIGIONS BEGAN }y Jos. Gaer -................----- 3.00 
HOW TO LIVE 365 DAYS A YEAR }y J. A. Schindler, M.D, -.......... 3.95 
HUMAN DESTINY by LeComte DuNony ........-.------------0--0-1ee-eeeneeeeees 3.75 
INSIDE THE SPACESHIPS by George Adamshii 0-0-0000 3.50 
POWER OF POSITIVE THINKING dy N. V. Pedle 2022222222220 2.95 
TO BEEN O]R ARTES Oy Tale F9 oncenecccneninesiectinte 1.00 
UNDERSTANDING GOD by Vivian Williams -222222......-0-000---0---0--- 1.00 
UNITY IN THE SPIRIT by Comtesse de Pierrefeu -...2.......--0-0------- 2.50 
UNIVERSE AND DR. EINSTEIN dy Lincoln Barnett -...2.......-..-.2------ 2.75 
WE COME IN PEACE by Franklin Thomas ......------------0-0-0-0-0-000--o--- 1.00 
YOU ARE UNLIMITETD by Rhoda Latha ......-----...-.-.-0---0--------- snails 3.00 


These books may be obtained from Understanding. We pay all postage. Resi- 


dents of the State of California please add 3% Sales Tax. 
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